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legation, and one which plunges us away from art into the
^vrong kind of reality But even where undress is itself a
orimary theme, as in Timon of Athens, the result should not
point us away from the world of dramatic art, but rather
smbed our consciousness even more deeply theiein The
first necessity is a careful make-up To what extent the body
>hould be shaded, moulded, and accentuated must be left
to individual experiment according to the conditions ob-
taining The shading is easily overdone Much can be
accomplished by careful lighting from the wings, with
shadows I have seen a high-class ballet where a level body-
wash made each actor's torso appear as a doughy lump, the
natuial shadows and therefore contours killed by strong
footlights, leaving a shape without form, rondure, and life
For a performance of Caliban I have myself used an ar-
rangement of heavy grey furs for waist, shoulders and back,
arranged over a complete covering of green grease-paint
with purple variations which, in its blend of the slimy-
reptilian with the savagely human, is surely an improve-
ment on the traditional tights, hump, and imitation skin,
while aiming at an elemental dignity and rendering pos-
sible a significant body-action for which the usual costum-
ing leaver no scope Nakedness alone, however skilfully
coloured, may not suit a conception that seems at first to
demand it, and I doubt if Caliban, queer primitive as he is,
would appear right without some heavy addition for the
shoulders For the Messenger in Antony and Cleopatra I have
found a use of arm-bands, Egyptian collar, and head-dress
help to supplement a loin-cloth and sash in building a stage
personality Whatever the precise amount worn, the final
effect must have conviction tights can never give this,
missing entirely the sheen of life Nor will a body-wash that
does not react to lighting prove adequate Grease-paint, 01
some similar and more tractable preparation, such as those
made by Elizabeth Arden, will be necessary We must
through make-up as well as clothes and minor accoutre
ments, always give a definite impression of something care